
Mision Hispano - Americana
SPANISH AMERICAN MISSION

118 E. Exchange St., Spring Lake, MI 49456 
Antonio Gomez, Field Director

http://www.spanishamericanmission.comVol.       No. 1 March

 

201535

Dear friends of S.A.M.,
Change is both inevitable and necessary at times, but when it comes from the 
hand of our good Father it will always be beneficial. The changes in SAM this 
year have brought tears to our eyes, smiles to our faces and have reignited love 
for our Lord. 
Tony Gomez Retired
The first change is that Tony Gomez who is now 70 years old, although that 
seems hard to believe, has retired from his role with the mission after 41 years 
of service and a lifetime of involvement. We are grateful for the multitude of 
sermons he has preached and the countless trips he has made out into the 
desert to spread the gospel. We thank God for the souls that have been saved and 
the churches that have been established under his leadership.  The many events 
and incidents of divine intervention through the last four decades are probably 
worthy of a book.  
While a great legacy is left of God’s guiding hand on 
his life and ministry with SAM, the story is not over. 
We look forward to what the future holds for this 
Mission, started by Tony Gomez Rosas, Tony’s father, 
and faithfully continued by Tony Gomez Fraire his son.
In anticipation of this moment, Tony has for several 
years mentored Ramon Sosa to assume his position 
as pastor of the Gomez Palacio Church. Ramon, now 
forty-five years old, grew up in the Gomez Palacio 
Church which makes him a well-acquainted leader 
there.
New Leadership Structure
In light of Tony’s retirement, Victor Hansen, SAM’s board president, and I flew to 
Mexico in September to meet with Tony to discuss the future of the Mission and 
to meet with twenty other pastors for the same purpose. In a series of meetings 
with these pastors, a plan in keeping with the pattern seen in Acts 6:3 was 
initiated: “Choose several men from among you who are known to be full of the 
Holy Spirit and wisdom,” to be the boots on the ground in the village churches.
As you remember, SAM exists for the purpose of coming alongside the churches 
of Mexico to assist them with financial and building needs as well as with health 
concerns and ongoing education. The men chosen from among the pastors will 
communicate needs they see in the village churches to Ramon Sosa. He will be 
their liaison, as few of them speak English.
Post Covid Soccer
In 2019, SAM constructed two soccer fields to enable the churches to reach 
youth through this sport which has become the national pastime. In our first 
soccer camp that year, 118 youth faithfully came daily to what amounted to a 
VBS with a soccer theme. Forty-one of the kids made decisions to follow Christ. 
When the covid pandemic occurred, they had to stop the soccer ministry, but as 
it abates, the restrictions in place by the government have relaxed.
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One of the elders at Gomez Palacio has 
seized this opportunity to restart the soccer 
ministry. He has seventy-five youth from 
the immediate neighborhood involved 
already. It is our plan to conduct another 
soccer camp in the summer of 2022. 
Pictured below are approximately 40 boys 
who have become involved.
Celebrate Recovery
At the same time, Ramon Sosa, and his wife Meriam, have restarted the Celebrate Recovery 
program. This is a faith-based ministry that resembles Alcoholics Anonymous with the one 
BIG difference - JESUS! This ministry has been very dear to their hearts for many years. It has 
proved very effective in pulling people out of substance abuse and introducing them to Jesus. 
The chapter initiated by Ramon meets every Saturday night at the church; reports of new people 
attending have been coming in. We thank the Lord for opening this new door.
2022 Building Trip
In the past, SAM has brought a crew into Mexico each spring to build whatever building was 
needed. As it says in James 4:17, “If it is the Lord’s will”, we will resume that practice in March 
of 2022. The Americans were unable to be part of last year’s build due to Covid. It was exciting 
to watch the Lord raise up a very capable crew, most of whom came from our Nazerano Church, 
that successfully erected a large auditorium for the church in Zaragoza.
While we appreciate their work, we missed being on site with them joining in the work/fun. 
Many men have forged international friendships through past trips. It is also a great way to 
expose new men to the work of God in Mexico. Lives are forever changed after seeing God 
at work first hand. When the exact dates in March and other details on this year’s build are 
established, we will publish them for those of you who wish to become involved.
Youth Ministry
Ramon recently hired a new Youth Pastor named Isaac Zismeros. He has been a tremendous 
boon to the ministry at the Gomez Palacio Church. On the 20th of November he conducted a 
youth conference that pulled together youth from six area churches. 130 teenagers attended 
an afternoon of worshiping together, listening to good preaching, eating snacks and playing 
together. He hopes to do more of these events to stir up a passion for the kingdom in future 
generations.

As a mission we are thrilled at what God is doing in all the changes that have been initiated 
this year. Many of you who read these newsletters have faithfully supported our efforts both in 
prayer and in financial support for which we are so thankful. We couldn’t do it without you.
Thank you so much; may God bless you throughout the holiday season.

Doug Bytwerk
Executive Director
 


