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Dear friend of S.A.M.
		
“And then”… the March building trip
Imagine constructing your home over a period of five years - board by board, shingle
by shingle as the money became available. That’s not unlike what Pastor Emanuel
and his church in El Retiro went through to build a building for their congregation.
Block by block he and a few of his men eventually had four walls built. Then a
dear brother from our Gomez Palacio church who has a steel fabrication shop
felt burdened to put the steel truces and roofing on those walls. The cost was
$10,000.00 which he said he would trust them to pay off as the money became
available. In response, Pastor Emanuel and his wife made pastries and candy each
week. The pastries were then distributed to their church members, who then sold
them in neighboring villages. Over a period of a year, they raised $8,000.00 toward
the debt! Then men from our building crew in March donated the final $2,000.00!
And it was finished.
Except El Retiro Church needed a concrete floor - which was why the building
crew had come. And the church was complete - with no debt. Isn’t our God great
at building churches!

Pastor Emanuel and children

El Retiro’s new floor

Help from church members

This story is intended to give you a glimpse of the level of dedication of our pastors
in Mexico. Repeatedly, we are humbled and inspired by their passion for the
kingdom of God.
God sent us more concrete workers this year and fewer block workers. He knew
what was needed. In addition to the floor at El Retiro, the crew was able to pour the
concrete floor at San Pablo. The pastor there is Pastor Pascual Moreno. He used to
live in a village near San Pablo. He sold his home there and used the proceeds to
purchase the land on which his church is built. He and his wife now rent a home
in San Pablo.

San Pablo’s new floor

Pastor Pascual on the right

The self-sacrifice, commitment and passion of the pastors paved our way through
this mission trip.

Summer Ministry
A new outreach for the summer is being launched by our Gomez Palacio Church in conjunction
with several churches. The Youth Pastor and the Music Leader who work with Pastor Ramon Sosa
have rented a camp outside town that has dormitory space for over 200 kids and has a pool and
a large sports area. The entire facility has been rented for July 25th - 28th .They hope to minister
to 200 children from the various churches and the neighborhoods within their reach. The cost
for each camper will be $50.00. They hope to raise enough money to underwrite the cost of the
underprivileged ones from the neighborhoods who would otherwise never be able to experience
such a week.
Morales’ House Fire
Many of you have no doubt heard by now about the fire at the home of Pastor Pepe and Rosina
Morales in Grant, MI. Thank the Lord, no one was hurt. The home, however, was a total loss. Many
have asked about how things are settling with the insurance company. Their insurance carrier
has issued a fair settlement check, and structural engineers have been enlisted to determine what
can be done with the remains. They have decided that the basement and some of the original walls
are worth re-building on.

Pastor Pepe Morales and Rosina

Fire damage to the Morales’ home

Currently, the church is waiting on cost estimates for the materials to rebuild while they clean
away the debris. A fund has been set up at the church for those who wish to make a donation for
the materials they will soon be purchasing. As we all know, the price of building materials has
skyrocketed. We are so grateful for the Morales’s safety and their faith that fuels their joy in the
re-build.
Pastoral Support
It is a well-documented fact that pastors around the world are an “at risk” group professionally.
A recent Barna survey found that 56% of pastors in the U.S. have considered quitting full-time
ministry due to the stress and isolation of their jobs. It’s no different in Mexico. In an effort to
alleviate this, S.A.M. has initiated a ministry to pastors known as “John 17:23” groups. These
men meet twice monthly to share their lives, burdens, and prayer needs in an atmosphere of
confidentiality and to be encouraged in the Word to press on with courage, faith and integrity.
Our first group started in March with eight pastors who have committed to meet and support
each other. They are almost all bi-vocational with very diverse professions ranging from college
professors to construction workers. These men all minister in the Gomez Palacio area.

			

This is the first of what we hope becomes many groups to help pastors.
Jesus said in John 4:34, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent me and to finish His work.”
That is the call of each of us. We as individuals and as churches make that possible for the Mexican
churches by our faithful prayer and financial support.
Please remember each of the subjects above in prayer.
If, after reading this letter, you feel led to underwrite a camper from one of our poor neighborhoods,
please send a check to S.A.M. with “camp” written on the memo line. You can send it in the same
envelope as your support check to the mission, and it will go directly to the fund for this purpose.
Thank you so much for being a partner with S.A.M. We value you more than you can imagine.
Sincerely,

Doug Bytwerk
Executive Director of the Spanish American Mission

